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Dear Incoming 8th grade Students and Parents,  

  

As each B’nai Mitzvah steps up to the bima for his/her special day, the entire Jewish community extends a big Mazel Tov.   

The Rabbis, teachers and I all believe that this important milestone marks the beginning of a new journey into the amazing  and 

challenging teen years ahead. I know that for you, Chaverim will be an enjoyable and steadying anchor for those years.  

  

8th grade Chaverim meets on alternating Thursday nights every other week starting in the fall through spring.  We’ll 

gather for dinner and compelling discussions relating to the lives of Jewish teens. You’ll see that Chaverim participants love 

being together and enjoy this unique opportunity to continue relationships from earlier years, and to build new ones.  Every 

single member means something to us, and to the group.   

  

Did you know that this year, 100% of our post-Bnai Mitzvah religious school students joined Chaverim, as well as a number of 

other teens from the larger Jewish community?  Several Chaverim teens have been selected to participate in fantastic Jewish 

thematic trips and Israel trips, and some have chosen to be involved in the synagogue’s chapters of SHORTY and USY.  Please 

note that as a member of Chaverim, you won’t have homework or be required to participate in events or activities that are not 

related to this program.   

  

By registering now, you confirm your commitment to the Teen Program and help us by getting this administrative task 

out of the way, giving the staff the freedom to focus on scheduling for the coming year.  
  

While we are partially funded by a Jewish Community Federation Grant, which has been essential to our survival, we still must 

ask each student for the yearly $425 tuition. This tuition is necessary to supplement and support the program.  Financial 

assistance is available and we can help create a payment plan for you.  Please contact Beth Goodman at 528-2549 for further 

information.  

  

Please visit www.jccsoco.org and click on the Teen drop-down menu to access the forms you need, and to pay tuition.  

  

Once your forms are received, we will send you the schedule of class dates and other events for the 2015-16 school year, 

beginning in September.   

  

Finally, know that the new members that Chaverim gains each year enrich the program and that all Jewish Teens are 

welcome!  Please forward names and contact information for Jewish teens that you think would be interested in joining us this 

year, or give them our contact information which can be seen at the bottom of this letter. We would love to include them.   

  

Warmly,   

  
Rick Concoff, MA    

Director, JCC Youth and Teen Programs  
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